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Hi, I'm Sharon, staff from Changhua YMCA.

It is a great blessing that we can communicate and share with all of brothers and
sisters from different countries under the YMCA family. | am honored that Mr. Ota has
continued to invite us to resume the exchange program and share the unforgettable 5-
day with our good friends from YMCA Setouchi at summer time.

The friendship established before the pandemic has returned after the world's
recovery. | am honored to be a part of it and witness the purest interact between
Taiwanese and Japanese children. Because of the language problem, most of their
interactions are through gestures or asking the instructors to translate. However, a
sincere smile can resolve their awkwardness, and sharing makes everyone be good
friends.Unlike before, we took the children from Changhua and Setouchi to Taipei for
activities. Unexpectedly, we also played a game of cat and mouse with the typhoon.
Thanks to the Lord's protection, the activities went smoothly and safely. Under the Y.Sharon
strong support of the Taipei YMCA staff, we ensured that the children had a safe and

happy time in the constantly changing schedule. It was all worth it!

The morning and evening prayer every day are the times that represent the YMCA

spirit. Listening to the pastor's warm voice, sometimes singing, sometimes sharing, and

simply thanking God for all that he has given, is a very healing moment for me. The

children also recognized God's love in this time, which is a more beautiful thing than

just exchanging and meeting new friends.The simple sharing session on the last day was

actually prepared in a hurry. However, we did not expect that the children had already

build deep relationship in just a few days. It's very touching to see them hug and say

goodbye. Me and Hana were also lucky to hear the last sharing of the Setonaikai

children. Everyone has good memories of the activities in the past few days and has a

better understanding of Taiwan. | really appreciate everyone from YMCA Setouchi for

giving us such rich memories. | hope this friendship can continue!

Hi, I'm Hana, staff of Changhua YMCA.

After the COVID-19 pandemic in 2019, I'm really glad to have this exchange program
with the children of Setouchi YMCA. I've always thought that international exchange is
the best thing of YMCA for we barely find such institutions in Taiwan. | can make
friends from other countries in the workplace and make this friendship go on.

The most exciting part is the interact between Taiwanese and Japanese children in
three days. Even though the typhoon disrupted the plan, it couldn't extinguish the
children's enthusiasm. They play in the sea together, enjoy the beautiful scenery of
Taiwan by train together, experience barbecues with different styles, and play group Hana
games to get to know each other etc.

For Taiwanese children, it was mostly their first time to meet friends from Japan. They

were inevitably shy and difficult to express themselves in words, but their actions

couldn't hide their inner enthusiasm. | heard them say in private, "That guy is so

handsome!”, or "That Japanese guy also likes that anime... and that character!", and |

saw them say with admiration and appreciation in their hearts, "I must get that guy to

sign my autograph.”

The exchange process sometimes will face some cultural differences. Before the camp

start, Sharon and | were discussing whether we would have to deal with child conflict

during these days. First we thought, if we couldn't communicate in language will, it

would not have any conflict. Unexpected, we still face such challenges. In the process

of dealing with the conflict, listening to their expressions, | realized that this is not

only for children to learn how to get along with each other, but also to expand their
worldview. | think this is the best experience and value that cultural exchange brings to

us, and only YMCA can do it.

I am really appreaciate that Setouchi YMCA bringing us such a rich opportunity and

experience. | look forward more exchanges between our children in the future!
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Hello. My name is Lin from Changhua YMCA. | am currently serving as
the representative director. YMCA Setouchi and Changhua YMCA
have built a very good relationship for 11 years. The East Asia Peace
Circle, which was created in conjunction with South Korea's Jinju
YMCA, has a wonderful structure that supports the development of
young people through mutual exchange. When there was a flood in
Okayama, we immediately sent young leaders to the disaster area
and were able to work with them to support recovery efforts. | am
very happy that this relationship has led to this camp. The Taiwanese
children were also very happy to meet Japanese children. We hope to
continue this relationship in the future.

Hello. My name is KD from Changhua YMCA. | am a board member of
Changhua YMCA. Mr. Ota from YMCA Setouchi and | are very good
friends and have a relationship like brothers. Our friendship has
continued for a long time since we met 11 years ago. | am deeply
grateful to God for giving me this encounter. We are very happy that
children from Okayama came to Taiwan for the first time in three
years. | was surprised to see that the children | met after a long time
were growing up so well. Please come to Taiwan again. We hope to
continue to cherish this wonderful relationship.
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